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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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"Plan  before  you  plant"  is  a  good  old  rule  that  can 


always  followed.     This  year  that  rule  is  more  important  t 


year  every  victory  gardener  should  have  a  careful  plan  all  worked  out  on  paper 
"before  he  buys  garden  supplies,  or  puts  a  seed  in  the  ground.     This  year's  gar- 
den must  supply  the  right  kind  and  the  right  amount  of  vegetables  for  the  family 
table  all  during  the  season.     To  make  a.  garden  produce  that  way  takes  careful 
planning  in  advance. 


a  garden  tha.t  gives  you  too  few  vegetables  one  week  and  too  many  the  next.... 
that  makes  for  want  and  waste.     Neither  you  nor  your  country  can  afford  haphaz- 
ard   planting  that  results  in  a  waste  of  precious  seed,   or  fertilizer,  or  other 
suppl ies. .  .  . and  later  a  wa.ste  of  vegetables.     This  wartime  year  when  supplies, 
and  labor,  and  time,  as  well  as  certain  foods  are  short  —  this    year  a  garden 
plan  is  a  ne cessity . 


you  will  need  for  the  season  to  feed  your  family.     Figure  out  how  many  rows  of 
each  vegetable  you  will  need  to  plant,  and  mark  out  those  rows  on  paper.  Allow 
the  right  space  between  rows.     Get  it  all  blocked  out  by  feet  so  that  you  can 
follow  the  plan  exactly  when  you  go  to  plant. 

Now  perhaps  you  are  saying'  to  yourself:     "But  how  do  I  know  how  many 
vegetables  my  family  will  need  for  the  season. ...or  how  many  »0"s  to  plant.. 


You  can't  afford  to  garden  by  guess  this  year.     You  can't  afford  to  have 


Get  a.  pencil,  a  big  sheet  of  paper,  and  a  ruler.    List  the  vegetables 


or  how  many  feet  per  row.  .  .and  all  the  rest?11 

You  can  get  this  information  from  free  bulletins  on  vegetable  gardens 
published  by  the  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.   C.   or  by  your 
State  college.     You  can  also  get  the  information  from  your  county  agent. 

Most  of  the  garden  bulletins  have  sample  garden  plans  —  diagrams  all 
drawn  up  to  scale.  Probably  none  of  these  sample  plans  Fill  exactly  suit  the 
needs  of  your  family.,  but  you  can  use  any  of  them  as  a  foundation  pl«n  and  chan£ 
it  according  to  your  needs.  As  you  draw  your  plan,  you  will  "-ant  to  consider 
how  much  good  land  you  have  for  a  garden,  (The-  bulletins  win  tell  you  how  to 
judge  good  garden  land.)  And  then  you  '"'ill  rant  to  consider  how  much  time  you 
have  to  spend  on  your  garden  so  you  won't  plan  too  large  a  garden.  You  will 
also  want  to  consider  ho--7  many  people  you  have  to  feed. . .  »nd  ho™  much  canning 
or  csiher  preserving  you  can  do. 

The  free  bulletin  on  victory  gardens  published  by  the  U.   S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  gives  a  plan  for  a  small  garden  —  30  by  50  feet  —  the  size 
garden  -  you  could  take  care  of  by  spending  about  an  hour  a  day,   (You  can  get 
»  copy  of  the  bulletin  "Victory  Gardens"  by  writing  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture.   Washington,  D.   0.  Anyone  who  must  do  all  the  gardening  after 
working  hours  in  an  office  or  factory  will  be  wise  to  plan  a  smal 1  garden  like 
this  —  unless  others  in  the  family  can  help  during  the  week.     A  30  by  50  foot 
garden,  planned  and  planted  economically  win  give  fresh  vegetables  for  the 
table  all  during  the  growing  season  and  provide  a.  few  extra  for  canning. 

The  plan  for  this  small  hour-a-day  victors'"  garden  includes  only  a  dozer- 
different  vegetables  —  kinds  that  give  the  most  food  value  for  the  spa.ee  they 
occupy  in  the  garden.     A  dozen  different  vegetables  are  enough  to  provide  the 
minerals  and  vitamins  the  family  needs  from  the  garden,  and  also  the  variety  in 
color  and  flavor  that  makes  for  appetizing  meals.     The  dozen  vegetables  chosen 


for  this  small  garden  are:  tomatoes,     pole  snap  "beans,  lima  beans,   chard,  lettuce, 
carrots,  "beets,  turnips,  cabbage,  onions,  radishes  and  spinach.     The  plan  keeps 
every  foot  of  garden  space  occupied  all  season.    Late  crops  go  into  take  the  place  of 
early  crops.     The  plan  allocs  for  2  yoVs  of  tomatoes,   one  early  and  one  late. . . 
for  2  rows  of  snap  beans  followed  "by  turnips  late  in  the  season.     Chard  and  let- 
tuce get  half  a  ro<"  each,  and  carrots  take  their  place  late  in  July  when  the 
""cither  gets  hot.     Cabbage  and  onions  each  have  one  row  with  beets  replacing 
them  later.     Bad i she s  and  spinach  also  have  one  row  each  and  refugee  beans  occupy 
the  same  spot  later  in  the  season. 

The  idea  is  to  pl^n  mainly  for  the  vegetables  that  give  the  most  for  the 
room  they  use  in  the  garden...  to  keep  all  the  garden  in  use  all  season. ,. to 
plant  late  vegetables  a.fter  eax"l3r  ones.,. and  to  keep  the  vegetables  coming  by 
planting  ne^  seeds  every  2  or  3  weeks. 

That's  the  plan  for  the  small  garden.     But  a  farm  family  with  plenty  of 
space  for  a  garden  may  well  use  a  half  acre  for  growing  vegetables.     A  half 
acre,  properly  planned  and  planted,  win  provide  all  the  vegetables,  fresh  and 
canned,  for  a  family  of  5  or  6.    You  will  find  a  plan  for  a  half-acre  garden  in 
the  bulletin  called  "The  Farm  Garden^,  llo,  1673,  also  free  from  the  U,   S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Washington*  D.  C. 

Whether  your  Victory  garden  is  to  be  large  or  small,  whether  you  are 
going  to  give  it  one  hour  or  5  hours  a  day,  whether  it's  in  town  or  on  the 
farm  —  plan  it  first  before  you  plant  it. 
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